Referring to oneself

« Ore: Informal (and sometimes vulgar) used primarily
by younger men w/ friends or girlfriends

o Jibun: “myself” - has a militaristic feel to it

« Boku: Boyish sounding word - only recently have
some women started using it (sounds tomboyish)

 Watashi: In formal speech used by both men and
women, informal only used by women

« Atashi: Cuter version of “watashi” Informal, childish,
innocent sound - only used by girls.

» Watakushi: Used by both men and women for
polite / formal speech

Sentence Enders

For Boys For Girls
HA N7 HAA
HAN7 HAANZZD
HANZ X HAANKL - HRANZZD X
=18 ARy
=12PS EWb Xk
=AY A\ E\ b
=AY AR
7 < fi<b
1< & fi<bk
fi<# fi<bn
I AT <D

Referring to Others

« Teme: Old fashioned (though still used) - very direct,
can definitely be pretty rude.

« Koitsu: “this person.” Talks down on the person, only
used by men.

» Omae: Direct and informal. Can definitely be rude in
the wrong situation. Used with close friends or
girlfriends (kind of like calling a girl “baby”)

« Kimi: Primarily used by men with close women
friends (or empowered women talking down to men)

« Anta: informal - mostly used by women to talk down
to men

o Anata: Polite form for men, normal form for women

Asking Questions

For Boys For Girls
HAN? HAN?
HARAD - ? HAN?
HAEANZ DD ? HARANZD ?
e ? v ?
BV ? W ?
ROREDP? RO ?
1< ? 1< 7
1< Hwv? 1< D?
D70 ? 75\ ?
fiaf 2 fif 2
72w ? %I ?
EABNGATN? EABNED?

WOFTL AN ?

WO D ?



